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[Abstract]
A Study on the Wooden Seated Vairocana Buddha of
Daeseongam Hermitage, Wonju

Choi, Sun-il
(Northeast Asia Buddhist Art Institute)

This paper examines the history of Jinnyeowon in the late Joseon Dynasty, the
activities of Wihak, the monk sculptor, and Choheum and Sungyeong, who
participated in the production of the statue, focusing on the wooden Vairocana
Buddha statue (enshrined at Wonju Daeseongam), which was created in 1750 to be
dedicated to Jinnyeowon in Odaesan Mountain.

In particular, ChoHeum and Sungyeong were active in the mid-18th century, and
there were not many works and records left, so they did not know the specific
sense of form. The discovery of the statue of Jin Yeo-won's wooden Vairocana
Buddha statue was able to reveal a craftsman who was active in Gangwon-do in
the mid-18th century. The Wooden Vairocana Buddha statue of Jinyeowon, the only
work in which Choheum produced a Buddha statue as a leader, differs from works
by sculptors active in the late seventeenth century in the impression of the head,
body proportions, and wearing robe.

In particular, the wooden Buddha statue of unknown date and the wooden
Bodhisattva statue housed in the Museum at Woljeongsa Temple, with its angular
face, horizontally elongated eyes, low cylindrical nose bridge that rises straight and
thin, and the a few cloths, can be seen as having been made in the 1750s by a
monk sculptors in the lineage. In addition, the wooden statue of the Buddha statue
created by Jinyeowon is likely to be a relic enshrined in the wooden Buddha based
on the hole in the floor of the pedestal, so it can be seen as a major data for the
study of the wooden Buddha in the 18th century.

[key word] wooden Vairocana Buddha statue, ChoHeum, Odaesan Mountain, Jinyeowon,
Daeseongam hermitage
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